
Questions to Consider:  Choose 4 questions to respond to (2 from the LOTF section and 2 from the Real Life section) on the page provided.  During the seminar you will be able to discuss any of these questions!
· For Lord of the Flies: 
· What are the motivations for each character?

· Read the following quotation and respond after considering which character would react strongly (in agreement or disagreement), which character has behaved in a way that supports the quotation, and/or which character or moment in the novel are your reminded of when you read the quotation.


“Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood.  Now is the time to understand more, so 
that we may fear less.” – Marie Curie

· What is the biggest turning point in the novel?  Explain.

· Who is responsible for Simon’s death Piggy’s death?  Why does Golding have each die?
· Which scene is most disturbing/saddening?  Why?

· With which character do you most sympathize?  Explain.  Which character is least deserving of your sympathy?  Why?

· Who is the most powerful character in the novel?  Why? 

· Would you consider this novel to be prophetic?  (a prediction of the future?)  How so?
· Some people feel that novels for young adults contain too few characters who are good role models.  How is Simon a good role model?  Where does he fail as a model?

· How is Piggy a good role model?  Where does he fail as a model?

· Whom does Golding intend to be the hero of the novel?  Why?

·  How is the ending of the novel optimistic?

· How is the ending of the novel pessimistic?

· Which scene do you remember most vividly?  Why?

· Which character is easiest to connect to for you?  How so?
· Real Life:
· What faults in our society does Golding point out?  

· What are the ways that people are expected to conform in society?  What are the dangers of conformity?  What good can come from conformity?
· Are each one of us part of the group of ‘vulnerable’ citizens?  How so?  If so, how should we protect ourselves?

· What message does the novel share regarding bullying?
How does ASSESSMENT work?  Each student should contribute at least three times during the discussion.  Please keep this in mind and monitor each other as a group.  Be assertive! Spend most of your time listening and making connections (but don’t listen so hard that your mouth stops working). The quality of your comment will determine whether it is designated as a plus, check, or minus. 

✓ = an original idea that is backed up by examples from the text

+  = a particularly insightful idea that is connected or contrasted with ideas shared previously 

       by peers, backed up with specific ideas from the text, and tends to move the discussion 

       towards meaning (theme)

-  = a weak comment that repeats ideas, lacks connection to the text, or reveals a misreading 

      (or no reading at all) of the text 

Three checks (✓) equals a 90.  Each plus (+) earns an additional three points. Three pluses equal a 100.  Each minus (-) is a five point deduction.  Yes, you may contribute more than three times to be sure that you are earning the grade that you want.

GRADING TABLE:

	✓
	✓
	
	80

	✓
	+
	
	83

	✓
	-
	
	75

	+
	+
	
	86

	-
	-
	
	70

	+
	-
	
	78

	✓or+ 
	
	
	70

	-
	
	
	50


	✓
	✓
	✓
	90

	✓
	✓
	+
	93

	✓
	+
	+
	96

	+
	+
	+
	100

	✓
	✓
	-
	85

	✓
	-
	-
	80

	-
	-
	-
	75


	+

Connecting
	The participant:

· offers enough solid analysis (without prompting) to move the conversation forward (towards meaning, universal truths, themes)

· demonstrates a deep understanding of the text and the question currently being discussed

· shows active listening by connecting/contrasting/transitioning to and from other participants’ comments

· offers/seeks clarification and/or follow-up that extends the conversation

· refers to specific parts of the text to support ideas

· introduces new connections or insights that go beyond the original question

· comes prepared

	✓
Contributing


	The participant:

· offers analysis (without much prompting) that connects moments in the text to meaning (themes)

· demonstrates an understanding of the text and the question currently being discussed

· shows active listening through eye contact/attentiveness or jotting down notes – may make some effort to connect comments to previously shared ideas

· refers to moments from the text to support ideas

· comes prepared (text and/or significant moments), but may not refer directly to specific evidence

	_

     Talking


	The participant:

· offers up general thoughts about the story or personal experiences related to the storyline, but does not attempt analysis of meaning

· may offer up a misreading (or lack of reading) of the text

· does not demonstrate active listening (lack of eye contact, note-taking, attentiveness to question at hand)

· shares ideas, but does not offer supporting evidence from the text

· agrees or disagrees with ideas that have already been shared, but does not move the conversation forward

· seems ill-prepared 


