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AGS Pre-AP English I Syllabus

Academy for Global Studies

Syllabus –AGS 9th Grade Pre-AP English I

Instructor – Ralph Miller
Room 167
School Phone – 841-1949
Email – ralph.miller@austinisd.org
Website – mrmilleragsenglish.weebly.com
	“It was books that taught me that the things that tormented me most were the very things that connected me with all the people who were alive, or who had ever been alive.” 
― James Baldwin


Course Description:
Pre-AP English I is a course designed to prepare you for the Advanced Placement exams that you will take as a junior. Your study will involve critical reading and analysis of literature within a world history and globally cultural context.  The ability to see connections between your English, Geography, Biology, Math and Spanish classes will result from your AGS teacher planning interdisciplinary lessons and units. Be on the look out for these connections!
Materials: 
· three-ring binder for handouts, returned work and loose leaf paper.  Binder can be shared with another class. 
· dividers

· blue or black pen, pencil, and loose leaf paper
· one four-pack of highlighters (yellow, blue, green, and orange or pink) for annotations

· 3x5 index cards (preferably 3-4 packages) for flashcards, notes, etc…
· Glue stick, colored pencils (optional)
Novels to Purchase:
· One of the four summer-reading titles 



· Lord of the Flies-- William Golding (5th six weeks)
Literature Focus:  




           
· Summer-reading title (memoir)
· Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition – Michael Pollan
· Romeo & Juliet – William Shakespeare
· Lord of the Flies – William Golding 
· Odyssey – Homer
· Self-selected novels
· Various non-fiction and short fiction pieces


Vocabulary Focus:

· Roots
· ACT/SAT words, definitions, quizzes
· Contextual clues, connotation, denotation
Writing Focus:
· Argumentation: communicating a convincing idea effectively.
· Citing your source. Avoiding plagiarism.

· Using literary devices.
· Journaling 

Grading Policy 

· Level 1 (counted once in grade book) = Daily grades such as pop quizzes, participation, classwork, homework 

· Level 2 = (counted twice in grade book)Scheduled quizzes, extended daily or homework assignments 

· Level 3(counted three times in grade book)= Major grades such as essays, tests, exams, and projects 

The level of each class assignment will be clearly indicated to students at the time the assignment is given. 

Late Work 

· Students may submit assignments up to four days after the original due date with a 10 point penalty per day.

· After four days, a student may earn up to a grade of 50 for the assignment if he/she completes the assignment, or an alternate assignment comparable in concept/content to the original assignment, in the classroom with the teacher.  This assignment must be completed no later than one week prior to the last day of the grading period.

Test Improvement 

· When a student scores a 74 or below on a level 3 assignment, he/she becomes eligible for retesting to attempt mastery. 

· A student may earn the opportunity to retest on a level 3 grade (not including finals) by attending tutorials with the teacher to get help on the concept or content. Once the student attends the tutorial(s), he/she may retest and the retest score will replace the original score to determine a new score for the assessment, up to a maximum grade of 75. 

· A student must attend the tutorial and complete the retesting within one week of receiving the grade. 

Class Field Trips:

· The class will participate in experiential learning trips to places nearby in order to connect real world experiences to classroom expectations.
· Mark your calendars: The AGS freshman class will be traveling to Perryville, Arkansas to attend the Heifer Ranch Nov. 6-10. More information to follow.
Service Learning:
· The AGS class of 2020 is required to have 80 points of Service Learning Credits by the time they graduate in order to receive an endorsement. This averages to 20 points a year. A combination of a variety of approved activities can be performed at school and in the community. 

· Procedures for Service Learning will be described and implemented during the first six weeks and maintained throughout the year. 

· Up to fifteen points of summer service can be applied to the year’s total.
