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Poetry Analysis: TPCASTT


“Wild Geese”
Written by Mary Oliver
	You do not have to be good.

	You do not have to walk on your knees

	for a hundred miles through the desert repenting.

	You only have to let the soft animal of your body

	love what it loves.

	Tell me about despair, yours, and I will tell you mine.

	Meanwhile the world goes on.

	Meanwhile the sun and the clear pebbles of the rain

	are moving across the landscapes,

	over the prairies and the deep trees,

	the mountains and the rivers.

	Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air,

	are heading home again.

	Whoever you are, no matter how lonely,

	the world offers itself to your imagination,

	calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting -

	over and over announcing your place

	in the family of things






Title: Look at the title.  What words, ideas, or images come to mind? (Please do not simply repeat words in the title.)





Paraphrase – Translate the poem in your own words. 





Connotation - Examine the poem beyond the literal.  Look for: symbolism, diction, imagery, details, figurative language





Line from poem:�
Meaning:�
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Attitude


What is the main subject of this poem?











What is the author’s attitude toward this subject?

















Theme


Look at your “Common Themes” list. Which thematic topic(s) best apply to this poem?








What is the author teaching about this topic?


























Connection to Summer Reading Memoir





Record two verses from the poem that connects to your summer reading book. Then, respond to that verse by answering one of these questions:


How does this verse remind you of your book?


How would the protagonist of your book react to your poem?


How are the themes in the poem and the summer reading book similar or different?





Verse 1: ________________________________________________________________________________________________





Response: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Verse 2: ________________________________________________________________________________________________





Response: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











