Name: ________________________________________
Per: _____

TPCASTT: Prologue to Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet
1
Two households, both alike in dignity,

____         

2
In fair Verona, where we lay our scene,

____





3
From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,
____



4
Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean.
____
5
From forth the fatal loins of these two foes
____



6
A pair of star-cross'd lovers take their life;
____





7
Whose misadventured piteous overthrows
____
8
Do with their death bury their parents' strife.
____
9
The fearful passage of their death-mark'd love,
____
10
And the continuance of their parents' rage,
____




11
Which, but their children's end, nought could remove,
____
12
Is now the two hours' traffic of our stage;

____




13
The which if you with patient ears attend,
____
14
What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend.
____

TITLE:  What is a “Prologue” to a play? What purpose does it serve?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PARAPHRASE: 

Step One: Circle and define words in the poem that you do not know. Write the definitions in the margin of the poem.

Step Two: Re-write the poem sentence by sentence in modern day English. 

Lines 1-4: ______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Lines 5-6: ______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lines 7-8: ______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lines 9-12: _____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Lines 13-14: ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Which words in the prologue indicate that this is part of a play?

______________________________________________________________________________

According to the prologue, what purpose does the lovers’ death serve?

______________________________________________________________________________

Step Three: Complete the Rhyme Scheme of the poem in the lines to the right.

What pattern do you notice? ______________________________________________________
CONNOTATION / ATTITUDE
	Phrase
	Connotation (Meaning)

	“dignity” (1)

“ancient grudge” (3)
“foes” (5)
	What do we know about the two households based on these phrases?

	“fatal loins” (5)
“star-cross’d 
lovers” (6)
“fearful passage of their death-mark’d love” (9)

	What do we know about the two lovers based on these phrases?
What attitude is established with the use of these phrases?



	Other:

	What can the reader infer based on this phrase?


THEME List 2-3 major thematic topics or “big ideas” that the prologue introduces. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
