William Shakespeare’s Life and Theater: Notes

Shakespeare’s Early Life

· William Shakespeare was born in ________________________________________ on 

           _________________________________________.

· Shakespeare was the son of a wealthy wool and leather merchant.

· He married __________________________________________ at age ___________.

Shakespeare’s Adult Life

· Shakespeare moved to ______________________ by ____________ and became known as an

actor and a _________________________________. He formed a company of actors known as 

_____________________________________________.

· Shakespeare died on ________________________________________ .

His Works

· Wrote 37 plays

· Genres: ___________________________ , Comedies, and Histories

· Wrote over 157 sonnets and other ________________________________

· A few of his many notable plays:

· Hamlet, ________________________________________ , Much Ado About Nothing, 

Macbeth, ____________________________________________________, Othello.

Shakespeare’s Theater: The Globe

· Set:

· No ___________________________ so performances had to be in the afternoon.

· No sets were used like today’s plays use sets. Instead, a _______________________of 

the setting was written in to _____________________________.

· Actors:

· All actors were _______________________________ .

· Actors were required to memorize lines and __________________________ the play in  

     ____________________________________________ .

· Audience:

· Groundlings -- ____________________________________________________________

· Royals and Nobles - ________________________________________________________

Romeo and Juliet
· Set in _____________________________________________ in the  __________ Century.

· The play is the story of two feuding families: __________________________ and 

________________________  whose children are caught up in a ______________________, 

________________________________ love. 
