



Reread all three of the essay drafts and choose one to revise, edit, and submit for scoring.  Follow the steps below to improve your essay.

Step 1:  Highlight the parts of your essay:  one color for the thesis statement, a second color for your topic sentences (x2), a third color for your examples/explanation of examples, and a fourth color for your conclusion.

Step 2:  REVISE your essay.  Revision includes:  combining sentences, elaborating on an idea, adding transitions words, improving diction, clarifying pronouns, etc.
· Hook:
· Add 1-2 sentences that draw in the reader before your thesis.  Consider a rhetorical question, quotation, scenario, brief anecdote, etc.
· Thesis:
· Does it include clear reasons that directly support your opinion?
· Does it use words from the prompt?
· Topic Sentences:
· Is the topic sentence at the beginning of your paragraph?

· Does each topic sentence include one reason that supports the opinion you included in your thesis?
· Examples:
· Have you used the best possible example to support your reason?
· Have you explained the example enough that someone who is unfamiliar with it can see the connection to the reason?

· Have you fully discussed how the example supports your thesis statement?
· Does every sentence contribute the support of your thesis?
· Transitions: 
· Do you have one at the beginning of each of your examples?
· Do you have a transition connecting the first and second body paragraphs?

· Do you have one at the beginning of your conclusion?
· Conclusion:
· Does the conclusion relate back to your thesis?
· Does it make the issue universal and relevant instead of simply repeating your reasons?
Step 3:  EDIT your essay.   Editing includes:  correcting errors of spelling, grammar (subject-verb agreement, run-on sentences, fragments), and punctuation.
· Find any words that you were unsure about spelling. Look them up in the dictionary to make sure they’re spelled correctly. 
· Does each sentence have a clear subject and verb?  Do any sentences need to be separated, either with a period or a semicolon?

· Are commas correctly placed?  Are titles of shorter texts in quotation marks?  If you cited a novel or film, is the title underlined?

· Have you capitalized the first letter of each sentence?  Are all proper nouns (names) capitalized?
Step 4:  REWRITE your essay on a new lined page.  

· Indent each paragraph (do NOT skip lines between paragraphs!)

· Check that you have written 4 paragraphs (hook + thesis, 2 body paragraphs, a conclusion)

· Make sure your body paragraphs are the longest paragraphs of the essay.

· Be sure your entire essay fits in the boxed area.  
Step 5:  IDENTIFY the changes you’ve made.

· Highlight the hook.

· Circle your transitions.

· Underline 2 sentences in your body paragraph that you revised in some way.

Step 6:  Staple your revised essay on top of your draft and submit.
